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Ruhrgebiet is a top location for  
elite students from the USA 
 

 Ruhr Fellowship makes future leaders in natural and 
engineering sciences ambassadors of the region. 

 Initiativkreis Ruhr and UA Ruhr provides the fellows with 
worthwhile contacts in business and science. 

 US-Consul General Michael R. Keller and Co-Moderator 
Dr. Thomas A. Lange greet the guests in Essen 

 
 
The Ruhrgebiet is a top location for future leaders in natural and 
engineering sciences from elite American universities. As Ruhr 
Fellows 2017 students from UC Berkeley, Harvard University, 
University of Pennsylvania, and Princeton University get to know 
the region this summer. The Initiativkreis Ruhr and the 
Universitätsallianz Ruhr (UA Ruhr) invited 17 US students to be 
„Ambassadors of the Ruhrgebiet“. The program began in Essen 
with a warm welcome from the highest diplomat of the USA from in 
the far west of German, Consul General Michael R. Keller, and 
Dr. Thomas A. Lange, Co-moderator of the Initiativkreis Ruhr. 
 
Summer School and Internship: The Program has two Phases 
The program, which is now in its sixth year, offers two phases. In 
June the Ruhr Fellows attend a summer school. This year the 
academic program is organized by the UA Ruhr under the 
leadership of the University of Duisburg-Essen. In July, the fellows 
complete a four-week internship with companies in the region.  
“These exchanges are deeply valuable for the individual students 
and companies involved, but what can often be overlooked is how 
profoundly important such exchanges are for the overall 
Transatlantic relationship”, says Consul General Michael R. Keller. 
 
One of the goals of the fellowship is to form a long-term research 
and business co-operation between the Ruhrgebiet and these elite 
US Universities. To this end, the Ruhr Fellows will be actively 
involved in the alumni program of the partner office of the UA Ruhr 
in New York. “Our guests come as strangers and go back as 
friends. Some of the fellows even return to the region to look for 
their future careers”, emphasizes Lange, the co-moderator of 
Initiativkreis Ruhr and CEO of der NATIONAL-BANK AG. 
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„We have prepared a challenging and diverse program“, says 
Professor Dr. Ulrich Radtke, Rector of the University Duisburg-
Essen.  "I am sure that we can convince our guests of the high 
international standard of our universities and companies."  
 
This year, internships are offered by Brenntag, Contilia, Duisport, 
EMSCHERGENOSSENSCHAFT and LIPPEVERBAND, Evonik, 
HOCHTIEF, innogy, ista, KPMG, NATIONAL-BANK, RAG and 
Vaillant. The intensive program presents the Ruhrgebiet as an 
attractive working and living environment. Thus, the program 
alternates between experiencing cultural and corporate life. Of 
course, German language courses are also offered. 
 
Transatlantic Ruhr Fellowship starts 
This summer, for the first time, the Transatlantic Ruhr Fellowship 
will also enable highly talented and interested students from the 
Ruhr region to gain insight into the American corporate culture and 
gain practical work experience in the New York Metropolitan Area. 
 
 
Photo: Welcoming top students from the US: Consul General Michael R. Keller 
(center left), Dr. Thomas A. Lange, co-moderator of Initiativkreis Ruhr (center 
right), and Dirk Opalka, CEO of the Initiativkreis Ruhr GmbH (left). 
 
Source: Initiativkreis Ruhr 
Copy available for free 
 

 
Initiativkreis Ruhr (IR) 
The Initiativkreis Ruhr is a strategic partnership of more than 70 leading 
companies and institutions. In total they employ around 2.25 million 
people worldwide with global revenue of more than 630 billion euros. 
The aim of the Initiativkreis Ruhr is the promotion of the economic and 
professional development of the Ruhr area and to strengthen its 
competitiveness. For further information please visit: www.i-r.de 
 
University Alliance Ruhr (UA Ruhr) 
The slogan of the University Alliance Ruhr is “better together.” The 
alliance is a coalition of the three largest universities of the region:  
Ruhr University Bochum, TU Dortmund University and the University of 
Duisburg-Essen Ruhr. Since 2007, these universities have been 
combining their resources to strengthen their academic reach and 
collectively increase their performances. For further information, please 
visit: www.uaruhr.de 
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